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considered their duty; and had they decided
to remain at the Residency that night, I
should never have questioned their right to
do so, even as I raised no argument for or
against the retreat to Cachar.

I think that the honour of England is as
dear to us women as it is to the men ; and
though it is not our vocation in life to be
soldiers, and to fight for our country, yet,
when occasion offers, I have little doubt that
the women of England have that in them
which would enable them to come out of any
dilemma as nobly and honourably as the
men, and with just as much disregard for
their own lives as the bravest soldier con-
cerned.

But such an insinuation as I have quoted
is not, I am happy to think, the unspoken
opinion of the many to whom the story of
Manipur is familiar. It is but the un-
charitable verdict of a few who are perhaps
jealous of fair fame honestly won, and who

think to take a little sweetness  from the
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